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Colombo gives prelim
approval to Starlink

Colombo: Sri Lanka has given
Elon Musk’s Starlink, the
satellite unit of SpaceX,
preliminary approval to provide
internet services there, the
president’s o�ce said on
Thursday. Sri Lanka fast-tracked
the approval process after
Musk met with President Ranil
Wickremesinghe last month in
Indonesia. REUTERS

Seagram’s Royal Stag
renews ICC ties until 2027

New Delhi: Seagram’s Royal Stag
has extended its association
with the International Cricket
Council (ICC) for four more
years. The partnership until
end-2027 extends Royal Stag’s
status as ‘O�cial Supporter’,
kicking o� with the ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup in the West
Indies and the US. OUR BUREAU

QUICKLY.

Dozens reported killed 
in strike on Gaza school

Cairo/Jerusalem: Israel hit a
Gaza school on Thursday in 
an airstrike that it said 
targeted and killed Hamas
fighters inside, while a Hamas
o�cial said 40 people 
including women and children
were killed as they sheltered 
in the UN site. Israel’s militar
y said it had taken steps to
protect civilians before its
fighter jets carried out a
“precise strike”. REUTERS

Indian drugmakers need to stay
engaged in research and devel-
opment e�orts focused on anti-
bacterial and anti-fungal medi-
cines and align these
investments with critical pub-
lic health needs, said a repres-
entative of the Netherlands-
based  Access To Medicine
Foundation (ATMF) . 

In fact, they can develop
early-access programmes to
these drugs and design inclus-
ive strategies focused espe-
cially on low- and middle-in-
come (LMICs) who have a high
disease burden , said Marijn
Verhoef, ATMF Director of Op-
erations and Research. 

The role Indian drug com-
panies can play in improving
access, comes against the back-
drop of ATMF’s latest report
revealing that global drug com-
panies were falling “danger-

ously short” on developing re-
placement antibiotics to tackle
anti-microbial resistance
(AMR) – a situation that gives
rise to superbugs (bacteria/
fungi etc that do not respond to
medicines). 

In fact, even the handful of
antimicrobial projects target-
ing severe drug-resistant
pathogens that are being de-
veloped have registrations lim-
ited to a few developing coun-
tries including India, the report
said, urging companies to act,
so “at least 160,000 people can
be saved annually.” While
global companies had diverse
strategies for access, struc-
tured advance planning had not
yet become standard, the re-
port said.

Responding to queries from
businessline, Verhoef called for
early-access programmes for
patients with no or limited
treatment options to access an-
tibiotics and antifungals that
are not registered yet. The

ATMF report mentions Wock-
hardt’s early-access pro-
gramme to a late-stage antibi-
otic that helped cure a lady
from Nepal, from an “other-
wise untreatable infection”.  

Verhoef urged companies to
file registrations in LMICs, and
include countries with “partic-
ularly high burdens of disease
and disproportionately af-
fected populations, such as

children, women and immuno-
suppressed patients.”

JUST FIVE  
The report points out that of
the 113 LMICs being analysed,
“concrete commitments for re-
gistration were only identified
in 5 – China, India, Mexico,
South Africa, and Thailand. “
Many of the remaining 108
LMICs face high burdens of
diseases targeted by the pro-
jects and would benefit from
access to them, it said. 

Generic drugmakers could
enable the production of more
generic versions of o�-patent
antibiotics and antifungals by
participating in licensing op-
portunities when originator
companies o�er the opportun-
ity, Verhoef said. “Support ac-
cess and stewardship planning
by SMEs (Small and Medium
Enterprise) either through li-
censing deals, co-development
partnerships or acquisitions,”
he added. 

SMALL ARSENAL 
“We have a small, but e�ective,
arsenal in the race to combat
drug resistance. The di�erence
between us winning or losing
this race depends on how com-
panies enable access to people
living on the frontlines of drug
resistance,” said Jayasree K.
Iyer, ATMF Chief Executive. 

The report said that the vast
majority of large research-
based pharmaceutical compan-
ies are no longer active in anti-
microbial R&D due to a lack of
commercial viability. Con-
sequently, very few new treat-
ments make it to market, leav-
ing patients vulnerable to AMR. 

The projects in late-stage
clinical development analysed
by the report included those
from GSK, F2G, Innoviva and
Venatorx (gepotidacin, olo-
rofim, zoliflodacin and ce-
fepime-taniborbactam, re-
spectively), besides Pfizer’s
recently-approved aztreonam-
avibactam (Emblaveo). 

PT Jyothi Datta
Mumbai

STEP UP RESEARCH.

Pharma firms must stay
engaged in R&D e�orts
focused on antibiotics,
according to ATMF BLOOMBERG 

‘Indian drugmakers can help improve access to
replacement antibiotics to combat superbugs globally’

Mercedes Benz CEO Ola Kael-
lenius expects a decision on
European Union’s import tar-
i�s on Chinese electric
vehicles soon, he said at an in-
dustry conference on
Thursday.

“A decision is imminent,” he
told the CAR Symposium
2024. The decision was initially
due this week, but was post-
poned until after next week’s
election in the bloc.

The European Commission,
which oversees trade policy in
the 27-nation European
Union, launched an investiga-
tion in October into whether
fully-electric cars manufac-
tured in China were receiving
distortive subsidies and war-
ranted extra tari�s.

Kaellenius once again
stressed his stance against re-
strictions, but acknowledged
that World Trade Organiza-

tion rules are not keeping some
countries from supporting
their national producers. It is
better to counter that with
trade stimulus than with pro-
tectionism, especially for Ger-
many, which has a strongly ex-
port-oriented economy, he
added.

Mercedes, like its German
peers BMW and Volkswagen,
heavily relies on revenues from
its biggest market China and
produces some models there. 

EU decision on Chinese EV
tariffs imminent: Merc CEO
Reuters
Berlin

Ola Källenius, CEO,
Mercedes-Benz Group AG

China never makes use of sub-
sidies for electric vehicles
(EVs) that have been prohib-
ited by the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO), a spokes-
person for its foreign ministry
said on Thursday. 

“China’s new energy
products, including EVs, are
widely popular in the interna-
tional market,” Mao Ning, the
spokesperson, told a regular
press briefing. “They are the
result of the combined e�ects
of comparative advantages
and market laws.”

BIDEN’S REMARKS
The comments came in re-
sponse to a query on remarks
by US President Joe Biden that
China provides subsidies to
flood the US market with EVs,
concerns echoed by other ad-
ministration o�cials. Sub-
sidies cannot make up for in-

dustrial competitiveness, Mao
said, adding, “There are no
prohibited subsidies stipu-
lated by the WTO.”

“Last year, China exported
only 13,000 EVs to the US.
How can they flood into the
US market?”

Biden has vowed to ratchet
up tari�s on a number of
Chinese sectors, with meas-
ures such as quadrupling im-
port duties on its EVs to more
than 100 per cent, while doub-
ling semiconductor duties to
50 per cent.

China says it never uses EV
subsidies barred by WTO 
Reuters
Beijing

China’s new
energy products
are the result of
the combined
effects of
comparative
advantages and
market laws, said
the spokesperson

E-commerce major Amazon
has signed an agreement to ac-
quire some assets from the
Times Internet-owned
streaming platform MX Player.

It is to be noted that
Amazon has signed an agree-
ment to purchase some assets
from MX Player. The transac-
tion is not yet complete.
Amazon has been in discus-
sions to acquire MX Player, the
ad-supported streaming space,
since early 2023. The company
called o� the deal around July
2023, but resumed talks again
in recent months.

The deal values MX Player
at less than $100 million, ac-
cording to sources, which is a
dip from the $500-million
valuation when it last raised
$111-million financing in a
round led by Tencent in 2019.

Amazon set 
to acquire 
some assets 
of MX Player 

Jyoti Banthia
Bengaluru

The European Central Bank
(ECB) went ahead with its
first interest rate cut since
2019 on Thursday, citing
progress in tackling inflation
even as it acknowledged the
fight was far from over.

In new forecasts released
with the widely-flagged rate
cut, the ECB said it expected
inflation to average 2.2 per
cent in 2025 – up from a pre-
vious estimate of 2 per cent
and meaning it was now seen
holding above the central
bank’s 2 per cent target well
into next year.

Inflation in the 20 coun-
tries that share the euro has
fallen to 2.6 per cent from
more than 10 per cent in late
2022, largely thanks to lower
fuel costs and an easing of
post-pandemic supply
snags.

But that progress has
stalled recently and what

had looked like the start of a
major ECB easing cycle only
a few weeks ago now appears
more uncertain due to signs
that inflation may prove
sticky, as it has in the US. 

NO INDICATION
Cutting its deposit rate to
3.75 per cent from a record-
high 4 per cent, the ECB gave
no indication whether that
would be followed by a fur-
ther easing in July. “We are
not pre-comitting to a par-
ticular rate path,” ECB Pres-
ident Christine Lagarde told
a press conference, reading
from the Governing Coun-
cil’s statement. 

“Despite the progress
over recent quarters, do-
mestic price pressures re-
main strong as wage growth
is elevated, and inflation is
likely to stay above target
well into next year.”

While ECB policymakers
signalled their confidence
that inflation was gradually
being tamed, there was also

enough caution in their
statement to convince some
ECB-watchers that
Thursday’s cut would not be
repeated at the next meet-
ing. With this, the ECB joins
the central banks of Canada,
Sweden and Switzerland in
undoing some of the steep-
est streaks of interest rate
hikes in recent history.

Some commentators have
questioned the logic of mov-

ing now, however, especially
as the U.S. Federal Reserve
has been stopped in its
tracks by some stronger-
than-expected inflation
readings and is not expected
to move till after the
summer.

Stronger-than-expected
data about euro zone infla-
tion, wages and economic
activity over the last few
weeks has fuelled fears of a
more di�cult “last mile” on
the way to the ECB’s goal - a
concern expressed by influ-
ential board member Isabel
Schnabel.

But the real elephant in
the room may remain the
Fed and whether it starts or
further delays its own easing
cycle. “The pace of rate cuts
will be dependent on the US
and the Fed,” Mohit Kumar,
an economist at Je�eries,
said. “In the event that the
Fed doesn't cut rates at all
this year – not our base case
– we could see only two cuts
from the ECB.” 

Reuters
Frankfurt

Christine Lagarde, President
of the European Central Bank

ECB cuts rates even as inflation fight goes on

Sridhar Vembu, Co-founder
of the $1-billion plus Zoho,
a Chennai/US-based IT
company, is a strong
supporter of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and his reforms. 

He is happy that Modi
will be in o�ce for the third
term. “In the last 10 years,
there has been immense
progress in so many
fronts,” says Vembu, clad in
his usual attire — dhoti and
a kurta. 

On the sidelines of
Zoholics24, the company’s
annual event at Austin, he
spoke to businessline on a
range of topics, including
the new government,

manufacturing and
reforms. Excerpts:

How do you react to
the new coalition
government at the
Centre?
I am happy that Modiji is
back as Prime Minister for
the third term. It would
have been nice if the BJP
had got a majority on its
own. 

However, the party will
form the government with
two strong partners. TDP’s
Chandrababu Naidu is a
great economic visionary. I
admire him and I am glad
that he is part of the
government now. I expect
great things for both
Andhra Pradesh and all of
India as he will be part of
the government.

What was be the major

contribution of the
Modi government in
the last 10 years?
In the last 10 years, there
has been immense progress
on so many fronts. The
Make in India and
Aatmanirbhar programmes
have started to bear fruits
and they will continue.

Would the coalition
government face a

challenge in
implementing reforms?
In a democracy, there is
always a challenge in
implementing reforms.
Even with a full majority,
there were challenges in
passing some of the Bills. 

For the industry,
what’s the expectations
from the new
government?

We have to accelerate the
Make in India and
Aatmanirbhar programmes.
We need to create a lot
more jobs for rural youth. 

A large number of rural
youth are migrating to
cities, which are already
bursting, in search of jobs.
We need to bring
manufacturing, not only on
a large scale but in a
distributed way across
India. This requires a policy
orientation.

Can you give an
example?
For example, India’s import
bill with China. 

We can adopt a policy
where, over the next three
years, every month, the
import duty on goods,
starting with the nail cutter,
will increase by 1 per cent
every month. 

In four-five years, it will
be 40-50 per cent higher.
This, in turn, should invite
Indian entrepreneurs to set
up manufacturing facilities
in such products. 

Rural production can be
exempted from all taxes for
a period of three-five years,
but you have to keep the
factory in the rural areas.
So, the import duty goes up
in a graduated way while
exempting rural production
from taxes. 

What happened to
your manufacturing
plan?
In Tenkasi, we are setting
up a unit for Karuvi – tools
like power drills. We hope
to start the production in a
month or two. 

Medical instruments that
we manufacture will move
to Tenkasi as well.

How about the
semiconductor chips
that you had
mentioned earlier?

The capital has been
earmarked and the
application is under
process. Until the
government makes a
decision on this, we don’t
really have anything to
announce. 

Zoho became a
$1-billion company in
2021. When will it
touch $2 billion?
It may be in a couple of
years. We are making
progress steadily. However,
the growth rate has come
down to around 20 per cent
from 30 per cent a year ago.

This writer is in Austin at the
invitation of Zoho 

T E Raja Simhan
Austin (US)

bl interview

We need to bring
manufacturing in a
distributed way across
India. This requires a
policy orientation
SRIDHAR VEMBU,

Co-founder, Zoho

‘We need to create a lot more jobs for rural youth’

Buy now pay later (BNPL)
start-up Simpl has let go of 30
more employees a month after
it laid o� 160 people. Recently,
the firm has also seen the de-
parture of senior executives,
including Vatsal Jain, Vice-
President - Enterprise Busi-
ness; Ashwini Ravindranath,
Vice-President - Partner Suc-
cess; and Ramkumar Naray-
anan, Vice-President - Product
and Operations.

Simpl has also revamped its
leadership team. Vivek Pandey,

previously a Senior Vice-Pres-
ident in the technology team,
has been elevated to the posi-
tion of Chief Technology Of-
ficer (CTO). In addition to his
technology responsibilities,
Pandey will also oversee the
risk vertical, a role previously
held by Chief Financial O�cer
(CFO) Russell Byrne.

PROFITABILITY GOAL
Byrne will continue as Simpl’s
CFO, focusing on its capital
markets function. Puneet
Singh, the current CTO, will
lead the enterprise business
and checkout solutions, while
Khanaz KA will spearhead the

expansion of Simpl’s direct-to-
consumer business, along with
a focus on customer
experience.

“Today’s decision to let 30 of
our employees go is a continu-
ation of our organisation-wide
e�orts to become a fiscally-
prudent company and achieve
profitability by mid-2025,”
said a company spokesperson.
The company has o�ered the
a�ected employees a sever-
ance package with a fixed
salary for the notice period of
two months, as per the em-
ployment agreement, and 15
day’s salary for every year of
service.

Our Bureau
Bengaluru

Simpl sees another round of layoffs
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Q>r‘ X¡{ZH$ hoamëS> 

ha_b, {X. 6 : òWrb ha_b
n§MH«$moer {ejU _§S>imÀ`m Z{gªJ
H$m°boO_Ü ò amḯ>r` Z{gªJ {XZ gmOam
Ho$bm. ̀ §XmÀ`m dfu "Am_À`m Zg}g,
Am_Mo ̂ {dî`',Yr BH$m°Zm°{_H$ nm°da
Am°\$ Ho$Aa' Ago KmofdmŠ` hmoVo.

`m gmohù`mg à_wI nmhþUo åhUyZ
aoS>H$a hm°pñnQ>ëg d [agM© g|Q>aMo
g§MmbH$ S>m°. gmJa aoS>H$a Va
gÝ_mZZr` nmhþUo {gñQ>a _m`m
à ŵXogmB© d Jmodm Z{gªJ H$m°boOMo àm.
g§J_ gmd§V Va AÜ`jñWmZr
MoAa_Z bú_rH$m§V nmg}H$a VgoM
Z{gªJ H$m°boOÀ`m àm. {H$é~m,
{ejUemó _hm{dÚmb`mMo àmMm ©̀
S>m°. nm§Sw>a§J n§{S>V d àemgH$ àm. CXoe
ZmQ>oH$a CnpñWV hmoVo. Z{gªJMo {ejU
KoUmè`m {dÚmÏ`mªZr A{YH$mar åhUyZ
H$m ©̀aV am{hbo nm{hOo. {S>\o$Ýg, Z{gªJ
d {ejH$ ho à_wI AmYmañV§̂  AmhoV.
Ë`m§Zm _mZ gÝ_mZ Amho. Amamo½`

joÌmer {ZJ{S>V Agbo Var Ë`mV
àm_m{UH$nUm d B_mZXmar Amdí`H$
AgVo. Hw$R>ë`mhr joÌmV `e
{_idÊ`mgmR>r dm__mJm©bm Z OmVm
{ZS>aVoZo `e g§nmXZ Ho$bo nm{hOo,
Ago _V S>m°.  aoS>H$a ̀ m§Zr ì`º$ Ho$bo.

Z{gªJ ì`dgm` {ZdS>Ê`m_mJo n¡gm
ho H$maU ZgyZ g_mOmVrb é½Um§Mr
godm H$aUo hm hoVy Onbm nm{hOo d
Ë`mV _mZ gÝ_mZ gd© AgVo, Ago
{gñQ>a _m`m à ŵXogmB© `m§Zr ì`º$
Ho$bo. Jmodm Z{gªJ H$m°boOMo àm. g§J_
gmd§V ̀ mZr {dÚm{W©ZrMo H$m¡VwH$ Ho$bo. 

Z{gªJ {Xdg gmOam H$aVmZm
Á`mÀ`m ZmdmZo gmOam Ho$bm OmVmo,
Ë`m Á òð> n[aMm[aH$m hmoË`m. Ë`m§Zr
ì`dgm` åhUyZ Z H$aVm, {XZXþ~ù`m
KQ>H$m§Mr godm gwlwfm Ho$ë`mZo Ë`m§Zm
gÝ_mZ {_imbm. Vwåhr `m joÌmV

{ejU KoVm, Ë`mV kmZ g_mYmZ
{_idm. `m joÌmV Vwåhr AJ«oga
Agbm nm{hOo. g§ñWoMr n{hbr VwH$S>r
Agë`mZo AZoH$ ~m~VrV AmXe©
nm §̀S>m KmVbm nm{hOo, Ago AmdmhZ
MoAa_Z nmg}H$a ̀ m§Zr Ho$bo. Z{gªJ
H$m°boOÀ`m àmMm ©̀ {H$ê$~m `m§Zr
ñdmJV d àmñVm{dH$ Ho$bo. _mÝ`dam§Mm
n[aM` àm ehZmP {gÔrH$s, àm Am`m©
JmdH$a ̀ m§Zr Ho$bm.

ApIb JmodmñVar` S|>½ ỳda [aëg
ñnY}V {ÛVr` CÎmoOZW© ~jrg àmá
Pmbo. 2023 24 CËH¥$ï> {dÚm{W©Zr
Hw$. ̂ maVr Jm¡S>m Va ~oñQ> bm`~«[a`Z
Adm°S©> Hw$. Z_«Vm gmiJmdH$a Va
2023- 24 Mr CËH¥$ð> Z{gªJ
{e{jH$m åhUyZ àm. Am`m© JmdH$a ̀ mZm
_mÝ`dahñVo ~{jgo àXmZ Ho$br.
àma§̂ r ‘mÝ¶dam§À¶mhñVo XrnàÁdbZ
Ho$bo. gyÌ{ZdoXZ {dÚm{W©Zr AZwîH$m
eoQ>JmdH$a d nydm© na~ `m§Zr Ho$bo.
Ë`mZ§Va {dÚmÏ`mªZr _Zmoa§OZmMo
H$m ©̀H«$_ gmXa Ho$bo.

Q>r‘ X¡{ZH$ hoamëS> 

ha_b, {X. 6 : _m§Ðo _VXmag§KmV
n ©̀Q>Z ñWio àojUr` AgyZ Ë`mV
dmT> H$aÊ`mMr JaO Amho.Ë`mÑï>rZo
nmg} n§Mm`V joÌmVrb ImOZ Jw§S>mo
~m§YmMr Xþgè`m Q>ßß`mVrb
gm¢X`uH$aU d nwZOudZ H$aÊ`mMm
g§H$ën Agë`mMo _m§Ðo _VXmag§KmMo
Am_Xma OrV AmamobH$a ̀ m§Zr Ho$bo.

nmg} òWrb ImOZ Jw§S>mo ~m§YMr
ObòmoV ImË`mÀ`m A{YH$mar g_doV
nmhUr d Xþgè`m Q>ßß`mVrb H$m_mMm
AmT>mdm KoVbm. AmnU Am_Xma
hmoÊ`mnydu `m ~m§YmMr ì`dpñWV
XoI^mb KoVbr ZìhVr. Ë`m_wio
XoI^mb VgoM gm¢X`uH$aUMo H$m_
hmVr KoÊ`mV òB©b. Ë`mgmR>r EH$m
~mOyZo g§ajU q^V H$mogiV
AgyZ,Ë`mMm {dñVma dmT>dyZ, Ë`mV
\y$S> H$moQ>© C^mê$Z ñWm{ZH$ ~oamoOJma

ẁdH$m§Zm JmSo> XoÊ`mMm à`ËZ VgoM
dm°qH$J d Om°qJJ Q́>°H$ VgoM ñQ>moAa
ê$_, H§$Q́>mob ê$_,nm{Hª$J VgoM {dOoMo
{Xdo AmXr gw{dYm CnbãY H$aÊ`mMr
`moOZm Agë`mMo Am_Xma OrV
AmamobH$a ̀ m§Zr gm§{JVbo.

CXaJV g§ñWoV\}$ `m {R>H$mUr
Xrnmdbr, p¼g_g{Z{_Îm AZoH$
H$a_UyH$ VgoM ẁdm H$bmH$mam§Zm
àmoËgmhZ XoÊ`mgmR>r ñnYmªMo
Am`moOZ Ho$bo OmVo. ̀ mV AmUIrZ
dmT> H$aÊ`mgmaIo AgyZ H$ma§Oo,

nmÊ`mV gw~H$ nwVim C^maÊ`mMr
`moOZm Amho. 

Ë`mVyZ n ©̀Q>Z {dH$mg hmoB©b,
Ë`mMm \$m`Xm ñWm{ZH$m§Zm VgoM
n§Mm`Vrg hmoB©b, Ago Am_Xma
AmamobH$a `m§Zr ì`º$ 
Ho$bo. `mdoir nmg}Mo n§M A{OV
_moaOH$a, ñdßZrb ZmB©H$, n§M
gwZrVm ~wJSo> VgoM AmJadmS>m n§M
ho_§V MmonSo>H$a, ObòmoV ImË`mMo
A{^ §̀Vo gË`dmZ ZmB©H$, H§$ÌmQ>Xma
_{bH$ AmXr CnpñWV hmoVo.

Q>r‘ X¡{ZH$ hoamëS> 

dminB©, {X. 6 : gH$mamË_H$
{dMmamVyZ _wbm§Zm Mm§Jë`m gd`r
OS>VmV. _wbm§Zm gmVË`mZo
Mm§Jë`m Jmoï>rMo AZwH$aU
H$aÊ`mgmR>r àd¥Îm H$aUo JaOoMo
AgVo. AZoH$ gH$mamË_H$ Jmoï>r
_wbm§g_moa _m§S>m. Ë`mVyZ _wbm§Mo
ì`{º$_Ëd Mm§Jë`m àH$mao C^o
amhUma. AWm§J gmJamà_mUo
àË`oH$mZo g_mOmbm Mm§Jbo XoÊ`mMm
à`ËZ H$amdm, Ago à{VnmXZ g§V
g_mO R>mUo YmdoMo g{Md ~miH¥$îU
Jmdg  ̀ m§Zr Ho$bo Amho. 
lr XÎm nÙZmW nrR> g§MmbH$ lr
~«åhmZ§X g§ñH¥$V nmR>emim ZJaJmd
d g§V g_mO R>mUo Ymdo d àmW{_H$
{dÚmb` MamdUo `m§À`mV\}$
Am`mo{OV H$aÊ`mV Amboë`m
g§ñH$ma {e{~a Vo ~mobV hmoVo.

`m àg§Jr ì`mgnrR>mda gaH$mar
àmW{_H$ {dÚmb`mÀ`m
_w»`mÜ`m{nH$m g§OrdZr Jmdg,
{e{jH$m gwdUm© nS>Vo, {ejH$
à_moX Jmdg,{gÕr Jmdg,
{dÚmb`mÀ`m nmbH$- {ejH$
g§KmMo AÜ`j OZmX©Z Jmdg,
nwamo{hV g§ñH¥$V {ejH$ O`§V
\$mV\}$H$a, `m§Mr Img CnpñWVr
hmoVr. 

Jmdg nwT>o åhUmbo, Á`m
g_mOm_Ü`o AmnU OÝ_mbm
Ambobmo AmhmoV. Ë`m g_mOmMo ̂ bo

ìhmdo. g_mOmZo Mm§Jë`m _mJm©Zo
_mJ©H«$_U H$amdm. `mgmR>r Amnbo
`moJXmZ AgUo AË`§V JaOoMo
AgVo. 
`m_wio Mm§Jbo {dMma Xþgè`m§Zm
XoÊ`mMm à`ËZ àË`oH$mZo H$am`bm
nm{hOo. g§V gm§àXm`mZo AmVmn`ªV
B©œa ^º$sMm _{h_m g_mOmbm
An©U Ho$bm. B©œa _{h_oÀ`m
_mÜ`_mVyZ g_mOmMo ^bo
H$aÊ`mMm à`ËZ gmVË`mZo
H$aÊ`mV ̀ oV AgVmo. H$sV©Z ̂ OZ
Zm_ñ_aU `m g§ñH$mamÀ`m
_hÎdmMo KQ>H$ AmhoV. `m_wio

àË`oH$ nmbH$mZo d emioVrb
{ejH$m§Zr _wbm§Zm `m Jmoï>tH$So>
di{dÊ`mgmR>r à`ËZ H$aÊ`mMr
AmdmhZ Ë¶m§Zr Ho$bo.

`mdoir ~miH¥$îU Jmdg ̀ m§Zr ̀ m
g§V gm_«Xm`mV\}$ g_mOmÀ`m
H$ë`mUmW© Am`mo{OV H$aÊ`mV
`oUmè`m {d{dY CnH«$_m§Mr
g{dñVanUo _m{hVr {Xbr. àË`oH$
_Zwî` AmZ§Xr ìhmdm, g_mYmZr
ìhmdm. Ë`mbm H$moUË`mhr àH$maMr
qMVm gVmdUma Zmhr. `mgmR>r `m
g§V g§àXm`mÀ`m _mÜ`_mVyZ
doJdoJù`m àH$maMo H$m`©H«$_

Am`mo{OV H$aÊ`mV `oV AgVmV.
Ë`mVyZ Mm§Jë`m àH$maMo _mJ©Xe©Z
AZoH$ doim H$aÊ`mV `oV AgVo.
Aem CnH«$_m_Ü ò àË òH$mZo gh^mJr
hmoD$Z Amnbo OrdZ AmZ§Xr ìhmdo
`mgmR>r à`ËZ H$amdm Aem àH$maMr
{dZ§Vr ̀ mdoir Ë`m§Zr Ho$br. 

AmOMm {dÚmWu hm CÚmÀ`m
CÁdb ̂ maVmMm O~m~Xma ZmJ[aH$
Amho .`m_wio AmOÀ`m {dÚmÏ`mªZm
Mm§Jë`m àH$maMo g§ñH$ma XoÊ`mMm
à`ËZ AmnU Ho$bm nm{hOo. ~«÷mZ§X
g§ñH¥$V nmR>emim ̀ m§À`mV\}$ g§ñH$ma
{e{~am§Mo Am`moOZ H$ê$Z Ë`m_Ü`o

_moR>çm à_mUmV _wbm§Zm gh^mJr
H$ê$Z KoÊ`mV ̀ oV AgVo. ̀ mgmR>r
gaH$mar emim d gm_m{OH$ g§ñWm§Mo
_hÎdmMo ̀ moJXmZ bm^V AgVo, Ago
à{VnmXZ ̀ m gm§àXm`mMo Y_©àMmaH$
VgoM g§V g_mJ_ R>mUo Ymdo `m§Mo
nwamo{hV g§ñH¥$V {ejH$ O`§V
’$mV\}$H$a ̀ m§Zr Ho$bo. 

Amnbm qhXÿ Y_© hm gZmVZr
Amho.`m_wio qhXÿ Y_m©_Ü`o Agbobo
Ym{_©H$ àH$ma `mnmgyZ Amnbm
g_mO Xÿa A§Vamda OmUma Zmhr.
`mgmR>r àË`oH$mZo H$miOr ¿`mdr
.g§V g§àXm`mÀ`m _mÜ`_mVyZ Aem
àH$maÀ`m CnH«$_mbm gmVË`mZo
Am`mo{OV H$aÊ`mV `oV AgVmV.
Amnë`m OrdZmMo H$ë`mU ìhm`Mo
Agob Va àË`oH$mZo g§V
gm§àXm`mÀ`m _mÜ`_mVyZ B©œamMr
^º$s H$amdr. B©œamMo nmam`U H$amdo.
àË`oH$mÀ`m OrdZm_Ü`o AmZ§XmMm
gy`m}X` {Z{üVM CJdob, Aem
àH$maMo {ZdoXZ `mdoir O`§V
’$mV\}$H$a ̀ m§Zr Ho$bo. 

`m g§ñH$ma {e{~amÀ`m
_mÜ`_mVyZ _wbm§Zm AZoH$ àH$maÀ`m
g§ñH$ma {dMmam§Mo A_¥V {d{dY
_mÝ`dam§Zr Amnë`m _mJ©Xe©ZmVyZ
Ho$bo. 

{dÚmb`mÀ`m _w»`mÜ`m{nH$m
g§OrdZr Jmdg  `m§Zr `mdoir
~mobVmZm Aem àH$maÀ`m g§ñH$ma
{e{~am§Mr H$mimMr JaO Amho.
H$maU AmO àË`oH$ nmbH$m§Mo
Amnë`m _wbm§H$So> Xþb©j hmoV Amho.
`m_wio Amnbr _wbo Amnë`m {_Ì
dJm©À`m _mÜ`_mVyZ dmB©Q> Jmoï>tH$So>
AmH${f©V hmoV AgVmV. `m_wio
nmbH$m§Mo Amnë`m _wbm§H$So> bj

ZgVo. Aemdoir g§ñH$ma {e{~ao ho
AË`§V _hÎdmMr ^y{_H$m ~Omdy
eH$VmV. `m_wio g§V
gm§àXm`m_m\©$V hmVr KoÊ`mV
Ambobo H$m`© ho IamoIaM _hmZ
Amho, Ago ñnï> H$ê$Z Ë`m§Zr àË òH$
nmbH$m§Zr AmVm gVH©$ hmoUo AË`§V
JaOoMo Amho Ago ñnï> Ho$bo. 

gwédmVrbm ì`mgnrR>mdarb
CnpñWV _mÝ`dam§Mo nwînJwÀN> àXmZ
H$ê$Z ñdmJV H$aÊ`mV Ambo `m
g§ñH$ma {e{~amMo CX²KmQ>Z
nma§nm[aH$ g_B© àÁd{bV H$aÊ`mV
Ambo. gyÌg§MmbZ gwdUm© \$S>Vo
`m§Zr Ho$bo Va g§OrdZr Jmdg ̀ m§Zr
Am^ma _mZbo.

Mm§Jbo g§ñH$ma _Zwî`mÀ`m ì`{º$_ÎdmMo Iao Ab§H$ma 
} ~miH¥$îU Jmdg

} MadUo ̀ oWo g§ñH$ma {e{~a 
g§nÞ

dminB© : MamdUo ̀ oWrb g§ñH$ma {e{~amV gh^mJr Pmbobr {dÚmb`mMr _wbo. gmo~V ~miH¥$îU Jmdg,
g§OrdZr Jmdg, gwdUm© nS>Vo, à_moX Jmdg, {gÕr Jmdg, OZmX©Z Jmdg, O`§V \$mV\}$H$a d BVa.

_m§ÐoV n ©̀Q>Z ñWio dmT>dUma
}Am_Xma OrV AmamobH$a 

`m§À`mH$Sy>Z nmg} ImOZ 
Jw§S>mo ~m§YmMr nmhUr

nmg} : nmg} ̀ oWrb ImOZ Jw§S>mo ~m§YmMr nmhUr d {ZX}e H$aVmZm
Am_Xma OrV AmamobH$a. gmo~V n§M A{OV _moaOH$a, ñdßZrb ZmB©H$,
gwZrVm ~wJSo>, ho_§V MmonSo>H$a d AÝ`.

Z{gªJÀ`m {dÚmÏ`mªZr
A{YH$mar åhUyZ H$m ©̀aV amhmdo

ha_b : n§MH«$moer {ejU _§S>imÀ`m Z{gªJ H$m°boO_Ü`o amï´>r` Z{gªJ {XZmMo CX²KmQ>Z H$aVmZm aoS>H$a
hm°pñnQ>bMo g§MmbH$ S>m°. gmJa aoS>H$a. gmo~V _m`m à^wXogmB©, àm. g§J_ gmd§V d MoAa_Z bú_rH$m§V
nmg}H$a d AÝ`.

} S>m°. gmJa aoS>H$a 

} ha_b n§MH«$moer _§S>imV\}$
amḯ>r` Z{gªJ {XZ 
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eral secretary Jairam Ramesh said on X,  
“Statues of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, 
Mahatma Gandhi, and Dr Babasaheb 
Ambedkar have just been removed from 
their places of prominence in front of 
the Parliament House. This is atrocious.” 
Later, in a statement, the Lok Sabha 
Secretariat said due to their location at 
different places in the Parliament prem-
ises, visitors were not able to see these 
statues conveniently.

“For this reason, all these statues are be-
ing respectfully installed in a grand 'Prer-

na Sthal' in the Parliament House premis-
es. This 'Prerna Sthal' is being developed 
in such a way that the visitors coming to 
visit the Parliament complex view the stat-
ues of these great persons conveniently 
and get inspired by their life experiences,” 
the statement said.

The Lok Sabha Secretariat asserted that 
the Parliament House complex comes 
under the jurisdiction of the Lok Sabha 
Speaker and earlier also, statues were 
shifted inside the complex with the per-
mission of the Speaker.

Gandhi, Ambedkar, Shivaji statues shifted 
within Parl premises, Cong slams move

PTI, NEW DELHI: Statues 
of Mahatma Gandhi, B R 
Ambedkar and Chhatra-
pati Shivaji among others 
have been relocated with-
in Parliament premises 
as part of a landscaping 
exercise, a move sharply 
criticised by the Congress 
which said they have been 
moved from their places 
of prominence in front of 
Parliament House.

The statues, including 
those of tribal leader Bir-
sa Munda and Maharana 
Pratap, are now in a lawn 
between the old Parlia-
ment building and the Par-
liament library.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, Congress gen-

PTI, PATNA: The JD(U) is 
likely to demand  “up to 
three” cabinet berths in the 
BJP-led NDA government 
at the Centre, a senior lead-
er of the Nitish Kumar-led 
party said on Thursday.

With 12 MPs, the JD(U) 
is the second biggest BJP 
ally after the Telugu Des-
am Party's 16 in the NDA. 
The backing of allies like 
the JD(U) and TDP is cru-
cial for the BJP to form the 
government at the Centre, 
as the saffron party could 
not reach the majority 
mark on its own in the Lok 
Sabha elections.

“We are now eyeing up to 
three cabinet berths...,” the 

JD(U) leader said.
Another top party lead-

er said he was hopeful of a  
“respectable” representa-
tion in the Union Council 
of Ministers.

“Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and our party 
chief Nitish Kumar ji will 
decide the matter of cab-
inet berths. But, it should 
be respectable,” Shrawan 
Kumar, JD(U) leader and 
Bihar Rural Development 
Minister, told PTI.

He also said the mat-
ter of representation in 
the Union cabinet should 
be decided keeping the 
2025 Bihar assembly 
polls in mind.

In 2019, a  “token rep-
resentation” of just one 
berth had been turned 
down by Nitish Kumar.

According to the JD(U) 
sources, the party was keen 
on portfolios such as rail-
ways, rural development, 
agriculture, water resourc-
es and heavy industries.

Among the frontrunners 
for ministerial berths in 
the party include its Rajya 
Sabha MP Sanjay Jha, Rajiv 
Ranjan Singh Lalan', Kau-
shalendra Kumar, Ramprit 
Mandal and Lovely Anand, 
they said.

Earlier in the day, par-
ty leader K C Tyagi told 
reporters in New Delhi 

JD(U) hopeful of ‘respectable’ 
representation at Centre

May demand up to three cabinet berths
that the party has de-
manded a review of the 
Agnipath scheme, and 
will  “pursue” the caste 
census issue.

He also said his party's 
support for the BJP was  
“unconditional”.

“There is no pre-condi-
tion, there is uncondition-
al support. But it is in our 
mind and heart that Bihar 
should be given special 
status. After bifurcation, 
the situation Bihar has 
faced can not be correct-
ed without granting it 
special status,” Tyagi said.
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