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QUICKLY.

Metals firm on easing
trade tensions, weaker $

Copper prices rose on
Wednesday as a 90-day pause
on most of the tari�s agreed by
Beijing and Washington raised
investor confidence.
Benchmark copper on the LME
was up 0.2 per cent at $9,618 a
tonne. Providing further
support, the dollar extended
losses following its biggest
decline in more than three
weeks overnight. REUTERS

‘Brazil’s 2025-26 sugar
exports seen stable’

Sao Paulo: Brazil’s sugar exports
in the 2025/26 season could
remain virtually stable
compared to the previous
strong cycle, with mills
allocating more sugarcane to
producing sugar, JOB
Economics and Planning said.
The forecast sees a repeat of
the 2024/25 (season) of 35.1
million tonnes. REUTERS

Palm oil rises tracking
firmer Dalian rivals 

Jakarta: Malaysian palm oil
futures extended gains to the
fourth straight session taking
cues from stronger related
vegetable oil prices on the
Dalian exchange, but a firmer
ringgit capped its gains. The
benchmark palm oil contract
for July delivery on the BMD
closed up 32 ringgit to 3,925
ringgit ($915.99) a tonne.
REUTERS

After a prolonged rally, gold
prices slipped by ₹485 per 10
gram on Wednesday to
₹93,859 against ₹94,344 in
line with the global market
trend.

The yellow metal opened
weak at ₹93,776 per 10 gram
(24-carat) against Tuesday’s
close of ₹94,344.

Demand has remained
lacklustre for the last few
months due to the volatile
price trend. 

Gold prices rallied from
₹98,102 per 10 gram on April
15 to ₹98,484 on April 22 and
dipped to a low of ₹93,076 on
Monday. 

In the global market, gold
dropped from a record
$3,426.1 an ounce to $3,182
on Wednesday. 

Gold prices in the US were
down $21 on Tuesday to
$3,230 an ounce after it
eased trade tensions with
major economies by securing

trade agreements.

15% VOLUME DIP?
Suvankar Sen, MD & CEO,
Senco Gold, said though gold
prices may take intermittent
breather, it will continue
with its bullish trend as long
as uncertainties and issues
around the global trade war
are not solved. “We expect
gold demand in volume
terms to fall 15 per cent even
while registering a healthy
growth in value due to the

run-up in prices,” he said.
Currently, he added, jew-

ellery demand is restricted to
need, based on weddings,
gifting or special occasions
while impulsive buying is yet
to resume. 

Prithviraj Kothari, Man-
aging Director, RiddiSiddhi
Bullions, said there had been
extreme fluctuation in gold
prices, rising to $3,500 per
ounce in April and retreating
to about $3,210 as of mid-
May due to thawing US-

China trade tensions and
dimming the safe-haven ap-
peal of gold.

UNCERTAINTY PERSISTS 
“Our forecasts indicate gold
prices will regain their lost
glory and remain volatile as
long as global and economic
issues remain uncertain. In-
vestors should keep them-
selves abreast of global
events and add gold to their
portfolio as part of diversific-
ation,” he said. 

Renisha Chainani, Head-
Research at Augmont, said
following the US and China’s
agreement to significantly
reduce tari�s, gold fell to its
lowest level in almost a
month. However, it re-
covered slightly as a result of
ongoing uncertainty sur-
rounding the direction of
trade talks.

Chintan Mehta, Chief Ex-
ecutive O�cer, Abans Finan-
cial Services, said China is
the latest to strike a deal, as
both countries agreed to a
90-day reduction in tari�s on

each other’s goods.

$200 DECLINE LIKELY
Kaynat Chainwala, AVP of
Commodity Research, Kotak
Securities, said the gold price
trend is supported by further
signs of easing US-China
trade tensions after the
Trump administration an-
nounced plans to lower the
de minimis tari� threshold
for low-value Chinese ship-
ments to as low as 30 per
cent.

Chainani said gold prices
may see a $200 decline to
$3,000 (nearly ₹86,000) if
the prices break and hold be-
low $3,200, which is the
Double Top formation’s
neckline support. 

SILVER MAY SHINE
However, silver prices are
expected to gain momentum
now, as the tari� war has de-
escalated. “We are likely to
see prices touching $34
(~₹99,000) and $35
(~₹1,02,0000) soon in the
coming days,” she said. 

Gold cools as trade tension thaws
SHORT BREAK. The precious metal’s bullish trend is likely to resume as global trade issues remain unresolved 

Suresh P. Iyengar
Mumbai

A decline in the import of
both palm oil and soft oils led
to a 33.87 per cent decrease
in the import of edible oils in
the country during April
2025. 

This decline was driven by
low demand for palm oil,
higher crushing of mustard
and consignments flooding
the country from Nepal.

According to data com-
piled by the Solvent Extract-
ors’ Association of India
(SEA), India imported 8.62
lakh tonnes (lt) of edible oils
in April 2025 against 13.04 lt
in April 2024, registering a
decline of 33.87 per cent. 

India’s edible oil imports

declined by 8.02 per cent in
the first six months of the oil
year 2024-25. Between
November and April of the
oil year 2024-25, the country
imported 65.02 lt of edible
oils, down from 70.69 lt in
the same period of the oil
year 2023-24. 

Notably, these figures do
not include around 3.5 lt of
refined edible oil imported
from Nepal. 

IMPORTS FROM NEPAL 
BV Mehta, Executive Dir-
ector of SEA, said the annual
edible oil requirement of
Nepal is only about 4.3 lt or
say 35,000 tonnes per
month. 

Since India increased the
import duty on edible oils in
September 2024, Nepalese

refiners started importing
large quantities of crude oil
and exporting refined oils to
India at discount rate, under
the SAFTA agreement, at nil
duty. 

He said Nepal imported
about 5.8 lt of edible oil,
mainly crude soyabean and
sunflower oil, during Octo-

ber 15, 2024-April 15, 2025.
It exported about 3.5 lt of re-
fined edible oils to India. 

Stating that this had now
assumed alarming propor-
tion, Mehta said it is not only
threatening the very survival
of the domestic vegetable oil
refining industry but also
resulting in huge revenue
loss to the country. 

SOYA OIL SHIPMENTS UP
India imported 7.38 lt of RBD
palmolein during the first six
months of the oil year 2024-
25 against 10.10 lt in the
same period last oil year. 

Crude palm oil (CPO) im-
ports to the country declined
to 19.65 lt (31.32 lt) during
the first six months of the oil
year 2024-25. 

However, there was an in-

crease in the import of soya-
bean oil during the period. 

India imported 22.72 lt of
crude soyabean degummed
oil during November-April
2024-25 (12.68 lt). Import of
crude sunflower oil into In-
dia declined to 14.92 lt
(15.87 lt). 

MAJOR EXPORTERS
During November-April
2024-25, Indonesia was the
major supplier of CPO (9.33
lt) and RBD Palmolein (6.33
lt). This was followed by
Malaysia at 8.36 lt of CPO
and 92,102 tonnes of RBD
palmolein. 

India imported 13.89 lt of
crude soyabean degummed
oil from Argentina, followed
by Brazil (4.78 lt) and Russia
(1.62 lt). 

Our Bureau
Mangaluru

Low demand for palm oil drags edible oil imports down 34%

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) and
global forecast models see a
spectacular onset of the
monsoon, with swarms of
precursor thunderstorms
raiding the Konkan/Mumbai
to Kerala coast with ferocity
over the next few days. 

The monsoon is forecast
to reach the mainland (Ker-
ala coast) by May 27, with a
model error of four days on
either side.

The Arabian Sea arm of
the monsoon, which blasts
its way into the Maldives and
Sri Lanka and subsequently
Kerala, may make a better
impression initially on main-
land India than in the Bay of
Bengal arm, according to an
outlook from the European
Centre for Medium-Range
Weather Forecasts valid for
the next 10-15 days.

The flourish could likely
be overseen by a vortex-like
formation just o� the
Konkan coast, after the Bay
arm forfeits its early advant-
age in the onset phase. 

The Bay may have to wait a
little longer for a circulation

to fire away and manage its
own flows.  Very warm pools
of water were present over
the Bay o� the Tamil Nadu
and Andhra Pradesh coasts,
and further into central Bay,
around the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, and ex-
treme south-east Bay waters,
washing up along the Myan-
mar coast.

ROBUST ONSET SEEN
The US National Weather
Service/Climate Prediction
Centre said dynamical
model forecasts support a
robust onset of the mon-
soon, with enhanced chances
for above-normal precipita-
tion extending during the
next two weeks (May 21-27
and May 28-June 3).

This phase also raises pro-
spects for the formation of a
storm o� the Philippines in
the north-west Pacific —
which falls under the larger
monsoon trough that regu-
lates rainfall — as also over
the Bay. 

It remains to be seen if
these two complement each
other or one gives in to the
other in strength and with it
a larger share of moisture, in
a typical tit-for-tat session
between competing systems.

Weather models signal
spectacular monsoon
onset on Kerala coast

Vinson Kurian
Thiruvananthapuram

HERALDING THE MONSOON. Thunderstorms bloomed
over Kerala, Konkan and Mumbai along the West Coast and the
Odisha coast as well as parts of Central India WWW.METEOLOGIX.COM/IN

A new project, titled ‘Pro-
moting value chains for cli-
mate resilience and nutri-
tious diets’ at the
Tata-Cornell Institute for
Agriculture and Nutrition
(TCI), aims to bolster Indian
food value chains in support
of diversification of the
country’s food system.

TCI researchers say that
diversification is key to over-
coming India’s high malnu-
trition rates and making its
food system resilient in the
face of climate change, but
value chains for non-staple
crops need strengthening. 

Food value chains encom-
pass the full range of activit-
ies and processes that bring
food from the farm to the
consumer’s plate. 

TCI researchers will map
and analyse the value chains
for key non-staple food
groups — coarse grains, hor-
ticultural produce, pulses
and oilseeds. 

In particular, they will fo-
cus on millets, tomatoes,
pulses and soyabeans. 

Tata-Cornell
Institute project
promotes diverse
food value chains 

Our Bureau
Mangaluru

The sowing of summer or
zaid crops was nearly 7 per
cent higher than last year as
of May 9, with the area under
almost all crops rising. 

The acreage increased due
to conducive weather and
the availability of water for
irrigation in key States such
as Gujarat, Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh. 

HIGHER THAN NORMAL
The higher coverage of zaid

crops will likely result in re-
cord production of rice and
maize. 

According to the Ministry
of Agriculture, 78.82 lakh
hectares (lh) have been
covered under zaid crops —
cultivated between the rabi
harvest and kharif sowing —
compared with 71.94 lh a
year ago. The coverage of
most crops is higher than
normal, too.

The acreage under paddy
was up over three per cent at
32.02 lh (28.57 lh) and the
normal 30.80 lh. The area un-
der pulses increased 1.5 per
cent to 22.70 lh versus 21.18
lh a year ago and the normal
21.65 lh. 

Among pulses, the area
under green gram (moong)
was up at 19.45 lh (18.44 lh),

while black matpe (urad)
coverage rose by 0.5 per cent
to 19.45 lh (18.44 lh). The
coverage of other pulses re-
mained unchanged at 0.18 lh.

The acreage under Shri

Anna and coarse cereals was
up 1.6 per cent at 14.59 lh
(12.95 lh). Among them,
maize witnessed a signific-
ant 1.5 per cent rise at 8.89 lh
(7.37 lh), while bajra cover-
age was up nearly 1 per cent
at 5.05 lh (4.96 lh).

OILSEEDS UP A TAD
Oilseeds coverage increased
marginally by 0.28 per cent
to 9.51 lh (9.23 lh). The area
under groundnut was up at
4.31 lh (4.11 lh), while that of
sunflower at 0.36 lh (0.31 lh),
and sesamum (gingelly) at
4.77 lh (4.73 lh). 

The acreage of other oil-
seeds, however, dropped to
0.07 lh from 0.08 lh. 

Our Bureau
Chennai 

Summer crops sowing up 7 per cent 
on conducive weather, ample water 

The uptick in natural gas
price seems to be fading out.
The natural gas futures con-
tract traded on the Multi
Commodity Exchange
touched a high of ₹326.10 per
mmBtu on Friday last week.
But, thereafter, the contract
has been coming down. It is
currently trading at ₹307.

The chances are looking
high for the contract to fall
towards ₹285 in a week or
two. A bounce from around
₹285 can take the natural gas
contract up to ₹320-325

again. But a break below
₹285 can drag it further
down to ₹275.

Such a fall will also keep
the danger alive of seeing
₹250 and lower levels over
the medium-term. The con-
tract will have to get a sus-
tained rise above ₹326 to
strengthen the bullish case. 

TRADE STRATEGY
Traders with high-risk ap-
petite can go short now at
₹307. Add more shorts on a
rise at ₹320. Keep the stop-
loss at ₹328 initially. Trail
the stop-loss down to ₹302
as soon as the contract falls
to ₹298. 

Move the stop-loss further
lower to ₹295 when the con-
tract touches ₹290 on the
downside. Exit the shorts at
₹285.

Go short on natural gas 
Gurumurthy K
bl. research bureau 

COMMODITY 
CALL.

OPEC on Wednesday
trimmed its forecast for
growth in oil supply from the
US and other producers out-
side the wider OPEC+ group
this year and said that it ex-
pected lower capital spend-
ing following a decline in oil
prices.

Supply from countries
outside the Declaration of
Cooperation — the formal
name for OPEC+ — will rise
by about 8,00,000 barrels per
day in 2025, OPEC said in a
monthly report, down from
last month’s forecast of
9,00,000 bpd.

A slowdown in supply

growth outside OPEC+,
which groups the Organiza-
tion of the Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries plus Rus-
sia and other allies, would
make it easier for OPEC+ to
balance the market. 

Rapid growth from US
shale and from other coun-
tries has weighed on prices in
recent years.

INVESTMENT MAY DIP
In the report, OPEC said it
expected investment in ex-
ploration and production
outside OPEC+ in 2025 to
decline by about 5 per cent
on-year. 

In 2024, investment rose
by about $3 billion year-on-
year to reach $299 billion,
OPEC said.

OPEC sees slower oil supply
growth from rivals in 2025
Reuters
London
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2 {d{dYJwê$dma,
15 ‘o 2025

nmZ 1 dê$Z

Q>r‘ X¡{ZH$ hoamëS> 

nUOr, {X. 14 … Zodam {VgdmS>r
`oWrb ~mb^dZ H|$Ð V\}$ {d{dY
JwU Xe©ZmMm H$m`©H«$_ `oWrb
X`mZ§X Am`m© hm`ñHy$bÀ`m
g^mJ¥hmV g§nÞ Pmbm. `m
H$m`©H«$_mÀ`m CÓmQ>Zàg§Jr à_wI
nmhþUo åhUyZ gm§V Am§ÐoMo Am_Xma
{daoe ~moaH$a CnpñWV hmoVo.
VgoM ~mb^dZ H|$Ð ZodamMo
{nQ>r`_ gXñ` lr {XZoe ZmB©H$
AmUr {dœZmW _§JoeH$a CnpñWV

hmoVo. 
EH$ _{hZm^a Mmbboë`m

{e{~amVrb _wbmZr _mÝ`dam§Mo
ñdmJV Ho$bo, Ë`mZ§Va Xrn
àÁdbZ H$ê$Z H$m`©H«$_mMr
gwédmV H$aÊ`mV Ambr. Ë`mdoir
{e{~amV _wbmZr Ho$boë`m {d{dY
H$bmH¥$VrÀ`m àXe©ZmMo CX²KmQ>Z
_mÝ`dam§À`m hñVo H$aÊ`mV 
Ambo. 

`mdoir ~mobVmZm à_wI nmhþUo
{daoe ~moaH$a åhUmbo H$s, _wbm§Zm
Ë`m§Mr H$bm OmonmgÊ`mgmR>r

~mb^dZmV nmR>dm. _wbm§À`m
AmdS>rà_mUo Ë`m§Zm {ejU {Xbo
nm{hOo. CÓmQ>Zna H$m`©H«$_mZ§Va
_wbmZr {d{dY Z¥Ë`o d {d{dY H$bm
CnpñWV àojH$m§nwT>o gmXa Ho$ë`m.
gyÌg§MmbZ Am{XË` Jw§OZ AmUr
Am`wf _m§OaoH$a `m§Zr Va nyZ_
Mmar {hZo Am^ma _mZbo. g§nyU©
{e{~amV ~mb^dZMo à_wI
{dídê$n ZmB©H$, VgoM {e{jH$m
g§Ü`m ~m§XoH$a, g§Vmofr _oñVm,
d§{XVm ZmB©H$ d {ejH$ XodrXmg
ZmB©H$ ̀ m§Zr à{ejU {Xbo.  

Q>r‘ X¡{ZH$ hoamëS> 

åhmngm, {X. 14 … `oWrb Or. Eg.
Am_moUH$a {dÚm _§{Xa, Oo nydu Ý`y
Jmodm hm`ñHy$b  åhUyZ à{gÕ hmoVo,
Ë`m emioÀ`m 1974-75 À`m
~°MÀ`m {dÚmÏ`mªMr nwZ^}Q> 11 _o
amoOr Ë`m§À`mM _ZmÀ`m AJXr
OdiÀ`m emioV Pmbr. 

emioÀ`m B_maVtÀ`m gw{dYm
Am{U nm`m ŷV gw{dYm§Mm XOm© nmhÿZ
Ë`m§Zm AË`mZ§X Pmbm.emioMo
g§ñWmnH$ {Xd§JV Jw§Sy> Am_moUH$a

`m§À`m nwVù`mbm S>m°. {Jare
noS>UoH$a Am{U emioMo AÜ`j A°S>.
g§O` CgJm§dH$a `m§Zr nwînhma
An©U Ho$bm.Ë`mZ§Va _Zmoa§OZmMm
H$m`©H«$_ Pmbm. `m àg§Jr AZoH$
gh^mJtZr ^mfUo {Xbr Am{U
Ë`m§À`m OwÝ`m AmR>dUtZm COmim
{Xbm; VgoM {Xd§JV dJ©{_Ì Am{U
{ejH$m§Zm lÕm§Obr dmhÊ`mgmR>r
XmoZ {_{ZQ>o _m¡Z nmiÊ`mV
Ambo.{H$aU ZmQ>oH$a, _hoe ZmB©H$,
{H$aU Zmd}H$a, nwéfmoÎm_ eoQ>ço
Am{U gm§{S>`m Jm¡{d`m `m§Zr

H$m`©H«$_mÀ`m Am`moOZmV _hÎdmMr
^y{_H$m ~Omdbr. A°S>. g§O`
CgJmdH$a Am{U lr. {Jare
noS>UoH$a Amnbo _ZmoJV ì`º$
H$aVmZm, `m à{V{ð>V emioMo
{dÚmWu AgUo ho Ë`m§Mo ̂ m½`M Ago
åhUmbo. AZoH$m§Zr, Aí`m ^oQ>r
AZoH$doim ìhmì`mV Aer BÀN>m
ì`º$ Ho$br.emioVrb àmW©Zm à_moX
_hmË_o `m§Zr åhQ>br. `m ^oQ>r
Xaå`mZ g§nyU© dmVmdaU CËgmh,
AmR>dUr Am{U ^mdZm§Zr ^abobo
hmoVo.

Q>r‘ X¡{ZH$ hoamëS> 

ha_b, {X. 13 … ~mb^dZÀ`m
{dÚmÏ`m©Zr gwÅ>r H$mimV VgoM
AÝ` {XdgmV ZdZdrZ d
CnH«$_erb g§YrMo gmoZo Ho$bo d JwU
H$m¡eë` AmË_gmV H$ê$Z Amnbm
ì`º$s_Ëd {dH$mg Ho$bm. H|$ÐmZo
CËH¥$ð> CnH«$_ am~{dë`m~Ôb
A{^Z§XZ Agë`mMo _V _m§Ðo
_VXmag§KmMo Am_Xma d hmCqgJ
~moS>m©Mo MoAa_Z OrV AmamobH$a
`m§Zr ì`º$ Ho$bo.

ha_b ~mb^dZ Am`mo{OV
JwUXe©Z H$m`©H«$_mV à_wI nmhþUo
ZmË`mZo n§Mm`V g^mJ¥hmV ~mobV
hmoVo. ~mb ^dZÀ`m {ejH$m§Zr
n[al_ KoV {dÚmÏ`m©Zm {MÌH$bm

Z¥Ë`, ZmQ>`, n|qQ>J AmXr {dH$mg
H$m¡eë` {eH$dyZ gwÅ>rMm AmZ§X
{Xbm Ë`m~Ôb A{^Z§XZ Amho. ~mb
^dZ B_maV OrU© AgyZ bdH$aM
ZdrZ n§Mm`V B_maV àH$ënmMo
ŷ{_nyOZ hmoB©b, Ë`m àH$ënmV ~mb

^dZgmR>r ñdV§Ì H$j ñWmnZ
H$aÊ`mgmR>r n§Mm`VrZo nwT>mH$ma
¿`mdm.Amnbo nyU© ghH$m`© Agob,
Ago Am_Xma OrV AmamobH$a ̀ m§Zr
ì`º$ Ho$bo. 

¶mdoir ì`mgnrR>mda gan§M
AZwn_m _`oH$a, nmbH$ g{_VrMo

AÜ`j AéU JmdSo>, CnmÜ`j
amObú_r dñV, ~mb^dZMo
A{YH$mar H$_bmH$m§V Jdg,
CnpñWV hmoVo.

àma§^r Am_Xma OrV AmamobH$a
`m§Zr XrnàÁdbZ Ho$bo. {dÚmWu nar
àdrU dm`§JUH$a,YZm§Vr JmdSo>,
lrï>r ZmB©H$, lrem§ _hmbo, lr`m§Zr
~mZH$a d àmOZm ZmB©H$ `mZr
nwînJwÀN> XoD$Z ñdmJV Ho$bo.
gyÌ{ZdoXZ _ZXrn H$m¡a Va H|$Ð
à_wI J§Jmam_ na~ `mZr Am^ma
_mZbo.

Q>r‘ X¡{ZH$ hoamëS> 

_S>Jmd, {X. 13 … ~m§{XdSo>, \$m|S>m
`oWrb lr _hmbú_r g§ñWmZmMm
dm{f©H$ dYm©nZ {XZ e{Zdma, 10
_o amoOr {d{dY Ym{_©H$ Am{U
gm§ñH¥${VH$ H$m`©H«$_m§Zr CËgmhmV
gmOam H$aÊ`mV Ambm. `m
CËgdmMo _w»` AmH$f©U R>abr
gm`§H$mirMr ^mdg§JrV _¡\$b
A_¥VdmUr.`m ^md_` g§JrV_`
H$m`©H«$_mV _hmamï>«mVrb à{gÕ

Jm{`H$m gm¡. A_¥Vm ZmVy `m§Zr
Amnë`m JmoS> AmdmOmV Am{U
öX`ñneu gmXarH$aUmVyZ
^{º$JrVo, ^mdJrVo VgoM {ZdS>H$
{MÌnQ> JrVm§Mr gwaob _¡\$b gmXa
Ho$br. VwP _mJVmo _r AmVm, am_m
aKwZ§XZm, OrdbJm H$Yr ao ̀ oerb
`m§gmaIr JrV§ lmoË`m§À`m _Zmbm
ñney©Z Jobr. {d{dY amJm§da

AmYm[aV Am{U gwaob gyam§À`m
g§JVrZo gmXa Pmbobr hr JrVo
a{gH$m§Zr Q>mù`m§À`m H$S>H$S>mQ>mV
^a^ê$Z XmX {Xbr.`m H$m`©H«$_mV
VwPm bdVm` S>mdm S>moim, Ho$ìhmVar
nhmQ>o, _moJam \w$bbm, ngm`XmZ
Aem EH$mnojm EH$ gwaob JmÊ`m§Zr
g§nyU© g^mJ¥h ^{º$agmV Ýhmb§.
g§JrVào_tZr ̀ m H$m`©H«$_mbm CX§S>
à{VgmX {Xbm.H$m`©H«$_mMo à^mdr
{ZdoXZ gm¡. {l`m Q>|Jgo _UoarH$a
`m§Zr Amnë`m _mohH$ e¡brVyZ Ho$bo.

Ë`m§Zr àË`oH$ JmÊ`mMr AmoiI
Am{U Ë`m_mJrb ^mdZm
lmoË`m§n`ªV nmohmoMdbr._¡\$brbm
gmW g§JV H$aUmao H$bmH$ma
åhUOo `VrZ VimdbrH$a
(V~bm), ~miH¥$îU _oñV
(qgWogm`Pa), àgmX Jdg
(hm_m}{Z`_), lr Jm¡ad qnJwiH$a
(nIdmO/T>mobH$s) Am{U gw_wI
Ho$Ur (VbdmÚ). `m§Mr {VVH$sM
à^mdr gmW `m _¡\$brbm A{YH$
gmOoer R>abr.  

Q>r‘ X¡{ZH$ hoamëS> 

{S>Mmobr, {X. 14 … dm`§{JUr _`o
`oWo 3 _{hÝ`m§À`m {edU dJm©Mo
CX²KmQ>Z Am‘Xma ào_|Ð eoQ>
`m§À`m hñVo H$aÊ`mV Ambo. `m
à{ejU dJm©V EHy$U 20 _{hbm
gh^mJr Pmë`m AgyZ e{_©bm
{Ziy JmdH$a ̀ m _{hbm§Zm à{ejU
XoUma AmhoV. _{hbm§Zr Amnë`m
A§J^yV JwUm§Zm dmd XoV ñdmdb§~r

~Zmdo, Ago ̀ m doir Am‘Xma n«o‘|Ð
eoQ> ̀ m§Zr gm§{JVbo. 

`m à{ejU dJm©Mm _{hbm§Zr
OmñVrV OmñV bm^ ¿`mdm, Ago
AmdmhZhr Am‘Xma ào_|Ð eoQ>
`m§Zr `m àg§Jr Ho$bo. ^mOnm _`o
AÜ`j g§Xrn nmg}H$a,n§M gXñ`
dmgwXod Jm§dH$a,H¥$îUZmW
Jm§dH$a, VwierXmg Jm§dH$a
AmqXMr `m doir CnpñWVr 
hmoVr.

}Am_Xma OrV AmamobH$a
} ha_b ~mb^dZV’}$
JwUXe©Z H$m ©̀H«$_

Am_moUH$aÀ`m 1974- 1975 À`m 
~°MÀ`m {dÚmÏ`mªMr nwZ }̂Q>

Zodam ̀ oWo a§Jbm ~mb^dZMm JwUXe©Z H$m ©̀H«$_

Zodam … ~mb^dZ JwUXe©Z H$m`©H«$_mV ̂ mJ KoVbobo {dÚmWu gmo~V {dœén
ZmB©H$, g§Ü`m ~m§XoH$a, g§Vmofr _oñVm, d§{XVm ZmB©H$ d Xo{dXmg ZmB©H$. 

~m§{XdS>oV "A_¥VdmUr' 
_¡\$brZo lmoVo _§Ì_w½Y

_S>Jmd : H$m`©H«$_ gmXa H$aVmZm Jm`H$ H$bmH$ma A_¥Vm ZmVy d gmWr H$bmH$ma. 

} _hmbú_r g§ñWm§ZmÀ`m
dYm©nZ{XZ CËgmhmV

dm §̀{JUr _ ò ̀ oWo {edU
dJm©Mo CX²KmQ>Z

‘¶o … CX²KmQ>Z H$aVmZm Am‘Xma ào_|Ð eoQ>. gmo~V g§Xoe nmg}H$a,
H¥$îUZmW JmdH$a, VwierXmg JmdH$a, e{_©bm {Ziy JmdH$a d BVa. 

"JwUXe©ZÛm'ao {dÚmÏ`mªÀ`m
H$m¡eë` {dH$mgmg dmd

eoëSo>_Yrb eoVH$è`m§Mo bmImo én`m§Mo
ZwH$gmZ!
Am_Mo gan§M, {Oëhm n[afX gXñ` Am{U Am_Xma Zrboe H$m~«mb ̀ m§Zm
Amåhr doimodoir n[apñWVrMr OmUrd H$ê$Z {Xbr, nU Hw$Urhr ̀ mH$So>
bj XoV Zmhr.Obg§nXm {d^mJmÀ`m bhmZ qgMZ ̀ moOZoV ̀ oUmao H$mbdo
nyU©nUo H$moaSo> nS>bo AgyZ, H$mhr {R>H$mUr H$mbdo VwQ>bobo AmhoV Am{U
Ë`m§Mr VmVS>rZo XþéñVr H$aUo Amdí`H$ Agë`mMo eoVH$è`m§Mo åhUUo
Amho.eoëSo>gh n[agamVrb eoVH$è`m§Zr emgZmbm AmdmhZ Ho$bo Amho H$s,
gmidbr  YaUmVyZ qgMZmgmR>r nmUr doioda Am{U ì`dpñWV gmoS>bo
Omdo, AÝ`Wm ̀ oË`m H$mimV ̀ m ̂ mJmVrb eoVrnyU©V… _moS>rV {ZKÊ`mMr
eŠ`Vm Amho.
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Minister MK Stalin 
interacts with patients 
during a visit to the 
Government Medical 
College Hospital in 
Nilgiris

A worker sprays medicine 
at Kanpur zoo premises 
amid apprehensions 
of possible spread of 
bird flu, H5N1 virus in 
Gorakhpur

Army personnel carry 
the mortal remains 
of Army jawan Ramu 
Gupta upon arrival 
in Patna. Gupta was 
martyred in the line of 
duty in Jammu

Debris being cleared 
from the site after a 
steel structure of metro 
pillar collapsed near 
Chinchwad railway 
station, in Pune
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2 smugglers held with opium worth 
Rs 32.5 lakh in Gorakhpur
LUCKNOW: Two members of an inter-state narcotics 
gang have been arrested in Gorakhpur with 6.5 kg opium 
worth about Rs 32.5 lakh, officials said on Wednesday. 
A Special Task Force team of the Uttar Pradesh Police on 
Tuesday arrested Pawan Singh, a resident of Bareilly and 
Khushbu, from Bihar, an official statement said. During 
the interrogation, Singh revealed he was part of a gang 
which smuggled opium from Bihar and Jharkhand to 
other states. The kingpin of the gang has been identified 
as Netrapal. 

Police inspector arrested for taking 
Rs 1 lakh bribe from school trustee
MUMBAI: The Anti Corruption Bureau has arrested a 
senior inspector of Shivaji Nagar police station here 
while allegedly accepting a bribe of Rs 1 lakh from a 
school trustee for initiating legal action in a dispute, an 
official said on Wednesday. Inspector Bapurao Madhukar 
Deshmukh allegedly demanded Rs 5 lakh from the 
complainant, a joint trustee of a school in Shivaji Nagar 
area, after a rival group in the school trust broke the 
lock of the school's main gate and tried to take it over 
illegally in August 2024, the complaint said. He requested 
Deshmukh to ensure the other group is stopped from 
entering the school until the Charity Commissioner passes 
an order on the dispute. 

EC begins training new batch of poll officials 
from Bihar, Delhi, Haryana
NEW DELHI: The Election Commission on Wednesday 
launched a capacity-building programme for a new 
batch of field-level electoral officers from Bihar, Haryana 
and Delhi to enhance their practical experience in voter 
registration. As many as 371 grassroots election officials, 
including booth-level officers (BLOs) and electoral 
registration officers, will participate in the programme.
In his inaugural address, Chief Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar said the BLOs will soon be issued standard 
Identity cards across India to facilitate their functioning 
during door-to-door verifications. The training is designed 
to enhance participants' practical understanding, 
especially in the areas of voter registration, form handling, 
and field-level implementation of electoral procedures, 
the poll authority said.

Depressed over 61 pc in 10th board, Kota 
student hangs himself
KOTA (RAJASTHAN): A student took his life after getting 
depressed over his CBSE Class 10 board exam results, 
the police said on Wednesday. The student, identified 
as Anikesh, hailing from Jehanabad, Bihar, was found 
hanging from a ceiling fan in his PG room here on Tuesday 
evening. Anikesh went into depression after the results 
were announced on Tuesday, in which he scored 61 per 
cent marks, way below his expectations. Anikesh's mother 
tried to console him but to no avail. When she stepped out 
for a while, he took the extreme step, a police officer said.

Telangana cop booked for illegal 
possession of bullets
HYDERABAD: A police officer arrested by the Telangana 
ACB in a bribery case has been booked for alleged illegal 
possession of bullets, officials have said. During searches 
by the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) at the home of the 
arrested officer - a deputy superintendent - 21 bullets and 
69 empty cases (shells) were found, they said on Tuesday.
A case has been registered following a complaint by an 
ACB official. The ACB on Monday said it arrested two police 
personnel - a deputy superintendent and an inspector - in 
Suryapet town for allegedly demanding a bribe from a 
complainant in exchange for an official favour. 

3-year-old dies as fire engulfs house
THANE: A three-and-a-half-year-old boy died after a fire 
broke out in a house at Kasara in the district, police said.
The incident took place around 8 on Tuesday morning.
A fire broke out at the house of Datta Bule, located on 
the Vashala bypass road. Passersby, including some 
local boys who were on their way to play cricket, tried to 
douse the fire and rescue those who were inside. Krishna 
Bule, three-and-half years old, could not escape from 
the house, said inspector Suresh Gavit of Kasara police 
station. His body was recovered later, the official said.
The exact cause of the fire is yet to be ascertained.

Under the scorching sun of a sweltering summer day in 
Kolkata, West Bengal, a weary porter trudges through the 
bustling streets, balancing heavy baskets on his head. 
Despite the oppressive heat, the porter pushes forward, 
driven by sheer endurance and necessity

PTI, NEW DELHI/
JABALPUR:  The Jabalpur 
High Court on Wednesday 
ordered the registration 
of an FIR against Madhya 
Pradesh minister Vijay 
Shah who has attracted all-
round flak for his purport-
ed controversial remarks 
targetting Colonel Sofiya 
Qureshi.

Shah hit the headlines 
after a video, which went 
viral, showed him purport-
edly making objection-
able remarks against Col 
Qureshi, who was a prom-
inent face of the armed 
forces along with Wing 
Commander Vyomika Sin-
gh during media briefings 
on Operation Sindoor.

After drawing severe 
condemnation, the MP trib-
al affairs minister said if 
anyone is hurt by his state-
ment, he is ready to apolo-
gise ten times, adding that 
he respects Col Qureshi 
more than his sister.

Opposition parties 
slammed Shah for his "atro-
cious" and "most disgrace-
ful" comments.

Congress general secre-
tary in-charge communi-
cations Jairam Ramesh, in 
a post on X, asked, "Why 
has the PM not yet sacked 
the Madhya Pradesh min-
ister who made the most 
disgraceful and totally un-
acceptable remarks against 

Col. Sofiya Qureshi? It is not 
enough for the National 
Commission on Women to 
deplore these remarks."

"The minister's atro-
cious remarks reflect the 

BJP's diseased mindset re-
ally," he said.

The Madhya Pradesh 
High Court castigated 
Shah for passing "scurril-
ous" remarks and using 

’Gutter language’: MP HC orders FIR 
against minister for slur on Col Qureshi

"language of the gutters" 
against Colonel Qureshi, 
and ordered the police 
to file an FIR against him 
on the charge of promot-
ing enmity and hatred. It 
also said the armed forces 
were "perhaps the last in-
stitution in this country" 
that reflects integrity, dis-
cipline, sacrifice, selfless-
ness, character, honour 
and indomitable courage.

Taking suo motu cog-
nisance of the controver-
sial statements, the high 
court's division bench of 
Justices Atul Shridharan 
and Anuradha Shukla or-

dered the police to reg-
ister a first information 
report (FIR) against the 
minister. The court di-
rected the police depart-
ment to register the FIR 
by 6 pm on Wednesday, 
and also directed it to in-
form about it.

"The same must be 
done by today evening, 
failing which tomorrow, 
when the matter is listed, 
the court may contem-
plate proceeding against 
the Director General of 
Police of the State for con-
tempt of this order," the 
court order said.

J&K CM VISITS SHELLING AFFECTED AREAS, 
PROMISES HELP TO REBUILD HOUSES

PTI, SRINAGAR: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah on Wednesday assured every possible 
help to rebuild homes of people affected by Pakistani 
shelling near the Line of Control, and said “the pain of 
my people is deeply personal”. Abdullah, who visited 
the shelling affected areas of Uri, including Salamabad, 
Lagama, Bandi and Gingal in north Kashmir's Baramulla 
district, also said that he would take up the demand 
for building individual bunkers in these areas with the 
Centre. “It is our responsibility to provide you help from 
the government so that your houses are rebuilt,” Abdul-
lah, who was accompanied by his advisor Nasir Aslam 
Wani, MLA Uri Sajad Uri and senior officials of the district 
administration, said while interacting with the families 
whose houses were damaged by the shelling in Uri.

J&K Chief Minister Omar Abdullah during a visit to the 
areas affected due to recent attacks from Pakistan, in Uri, 
Baramulla district, J&K

PTI, NEW DELHI:  The Su-
preme Court on Wednes-
day directed the Centre 
to seek expert opinion for 
removing the bias in the 
medical guidelines that 
bar transpersons, gay men 
and sex workers from do-
nating blood.

A bench of Justic-
es Surya Kant and N 
Kotiswar Singh was acting 
on a batch of pleas against 
the blanket ban on blood 
donations by such per-
sons from the LGBTQIA+ 
community. “Aren't we cre-
ating a kind of segregated 
group? By these methods, 
stigma, biases and preju-
dices are all enhanced," the 
bench told Centre's lawyer, 
additional solicitor general 
Aishwarya Bhati.

Bhati said the guidelines 
challenged in the petitions 
were issued by the Blood 
Transfusion Council of India 
which viewed these catego-

ries as "high-risk" and barred 
them from donating blood.

Justice Singh, however, 
said, "What is worrying 
me...are we going to brand 
all transgenders as risky 
and thus indirectly stigma-
tise these communities? 
Unless you can show with 
some medical evidence 
that there is some kind of 
link between transgenders 
and these diseases. You 
can't say that all transgen-
ders are involved in these 
kinds of activities, even 
normal persons engage in 
such activities."

Justice Kant, on the oth-
er hand, noted the issue 
entailed the opinion of 
field experts.

"You please discuss with 
them so that as a communi-
ty, they are not stigmatised. 
At the same time, all medical 
precautions can remain in 
force," the bench told Bhati.

The pleas have chal-

SC questions ban on LGBTQIA+ 
blood donors, seeks expert input

lenged the 2017 Guide-
lines on Blood Donor Se-
lection and Blood Donor 
Referral issued by the 
National Blood Trans-
fusion Council and the 
National Aids Control Or-
ganisation under the ae-
gis of the Central health 
ministry.

PTI, KOCHI: Stale and ex-
pired food materials were 
found on Wednesday at 
one of the caterers supply-
ing food to the Railways, 
prompting it to penalise 
the catering firm by slap-
ping it with a fine of Rs 1  
lakh.

The Railways said the 
caterer was fined for laps-
es in cleanliness standards 
and the IRCTC was advised 
to take stringent action 
against it.

The action followed news 
reports of stale and expired 
food material being found 
at the catering unit - Brin-
davan Food Products - con-
tracted by the Indian Rail-
way Catering and Tourism 
Corporation (IRCTC) and 
Railways near Ernakulam 
station.

The reports also said 
that the caterer supplied 
food to the Vande Bharat 
trains as well.

According to a release is-
sued by the Southern Rail-
way, following the news 
reports, a high-level com-
mittee of senior officials 
was constituted to conduct 
an inquiry.

“The catering firm (M/s. 

Brindavan Food Products) 
has been penalised Rs 
1,00,000 by Railway for 
lapses reported in cleanli-
ness standards, and IRCTC 
has been advised to take 
stringent action,” the re-
lease said.

There was no immediate 
reaction from Brindavan.

The release further said 
that while the catering unit 
had an FSSAI certification 
licence, the Kochi Corpo-
ration authorities claimed 
that it was operating with-
out a commercial licence 
and did not have a Sewage 
Treatment Plant (STP).

“Meanwhile, IRCTC has 
stated that arrangements 
have been made to ensure 
uninterrupted and hygien-
ic food supply to passen-
gers of Mail/Express trains 
and major corrective steps 
are also being taken to 
maintain the standards of 
hygiene and food quality,” 
it said.

Earlier in the day, a state 
health department official 
said that the catering was 
also found to be disposing 
of food and other waste 
into a nearby canal in vio-
lation of the rules.

Stale food found at 
Railways’ Kerala caterer; 

firm fined Rs 1 lakh
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